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The caVe fRU QaWiRQaliVm, b\ Whe IVUaeli cUediWed
ZiWh VhaSiQg TUXmS'V fRUeigQ SRlic\
VikWoU OUban haV hoVWed him, one of hiV bookV iV de UigXeXU in Whe
TUXmp WhiWe HoXVe. HoZ JeUXValem-baVed YoUam Ha]on\, an
aUchconVeUYaWiYe WheoUeWician, became Whe hoXVe inWellecWXal of
Whe ZoUld¶V naWionaliVWic ciUcleV
Roni Dori | 2FW. 30, 2020 _ 7�53 30 |  8

YoUam Ha]on\ ZaV in Whe middle of ZUiWing a book aboXW God foXU \eaUV ago,
Zhen Whe BUiWiVh YoWed foU BUe[iW and Donald TUXmp ZaV elecWed pUeVidenW of
Whe UniWed SWaWeV. Ha]on\, an-OUWhodo[ JeZ, goW Whe meVVage and VZiWched
Wo ZUiWing a diffeUenW book ± one aboXW naWionaliVm. In faYoU of iW, WhaW iV.
Since When, Whank God, he¶V been UeboUn.

NoW WhaW Ha]on\ ZaV XnknoZn in Whe field of poliWical WheoU\ befoUe WhaW. On
Whe conWUaU\. BXW hiV 2018 book ³The ViUWXe of NaWionaliVm´ (BaVic BookV)
VenW hiV VWock VoaUing Vk\-high. IW made him a daUling of Whe AmeUican media
and landed him on Whe popXlaU Walk VhoZV of Whe UighW-Zing commenWaWoU
Ben ShapiUo and Whe diVillXVioned libeUal DaYe RXbin, goW him headlineV in
leading neZVpapeUV and alVo eaUned him Whe 2019 ConVeUYaWiYe Book of Whe
YeaU AZaUd.

LeadeUV aUoXnd Whe ZoUld aUe Ueading Zh\ Ha]on\ WhinkV WhaW Whe naWional
VWaWe iV Whe dam pUoWecWing XV againVW deVpoWic ZoUld UXle. HXngaUian PUime
MiniVWeU VikWoU OUban meW ZiWh him foU a lengWh\ conYeUVaWion, and a foUmeU
VenioU VWaffeU in Whe TUXmp WhiWe HoXVe, Michael AnWon, VWaWed in an aUWicle
in FoUeign Polic\ WhaW Ha]on\¶V book ± a beVW VelleU, iW¶V almoVW VXpeUflXoXV Wo
add, WhaW haV been WUanVlaWed inWo 12 langXageV ± VeUYeV aV a foXndaWion foU
Whe foUeign polic\ of U.S. PUeVidenW Donald TUXmp.

Toda\, Woo, WZo \eaUV afWeU Whe book¶V iniWial pXblicaWion, iW conWinXeV Wo VWiU
inWeUeVW and conWUoYeUV\. AlUead\ in iWV opening pageV Whe aXWhoU dUaZV a
diUecW line beWZeen Whe EXUopean Union and Na]i GeUman\. And in Whe
meanWime, Ha]on\, Zho iV fiUml\ planWed in JeUXValem, haV conVolidaWed hiV
VWaWXV aV Whe hoXVe inWellecWXal of ceUWain UighW-Zing ciUcleV in Whe UniWed
SWaWeV, ZaV appoinWed chaiUman of Whe neZl\ cUeaWed EdmXnd BXUke
FoXndaWion, Zhich adYocaWeV a polic\ of ³naWional conVeUYaWiVm,´ and haV, on
iWV behalf, led highl\ pXblici]ed UeYiYal confeUenceV in WaVhingWon, Rome,
London and JeUXValem.

³M\ life iV Whe life of an enWUepUeneXU,´ Whe philoVopheU, Bible VcholaU and
poliWical WheoUeWician WellV HaaUeW]. ³FoU moUe Whan 30 \eaUV I haYe idenWified
people ZiWh bUillianW ideaV, pUomoWed Whem, VXppoUWed Whem, and When
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connecWed Whem ZiWh pXbliVheUV and PR people. I alZa\V WhoXghW I¶d do WhaW
in IVUael, among JeZV, bXW God haV oWheU planV, and Vince 2016 WheUe haV
been a YeU\ high demand foU m\ abiliWieV alVo in Whe UniWed SWaWeV and
EXUope.´

WhaW dReV WhaW dePaQd VWeP fURP?

Ha]on\: ³The ViWXaWion in Whe UniWed SWaWeV and in WeVWeUn EXUope iV one of
inWeUnal diVinWegUaWion and loVV of Whe ChUiVWian WUadiWion fUom Zhich Whe
democUaWic WUadiWion VpUang. SXch YalXeV aV famil\, independence and eYen
baVic WhingV like enVXUing WhaW Whe e[pendiWXUeV of Whe VWaWe WUeaVXU\ do noW
e[ceed iWV UeYenXeV ± Ze Vee WheUe Woda\ XnUXlineVV WhaW¶V haUd Wo imagine.
And all WhiV befoUe Ze WoXch on TXeVWionV VXch aV Whe VXUging haWUed beWZeen
UighW and lefW in Whe UniWed SWaWeV and BUiWain, of a VoUW Ze haYen¶W Veen Vince
Whe 1960V oU poVVibl\ eYen Vince Whe AmeUican CiYil WaU.

³The ViWXaWion iV hXUWling WoZaUd Yiolence and nonUecogniWion of Whe lefW b\
Whe UighW and Yice YeUVa,´ he conWinXeV. ³IW¶V haUd Wo Vee hoZ Whe\ Zill emeUge
fUom WhiV, and iW¶V impoUWanW Wo XV noW onl\ becaXVe Whe UniWed SWaWeV iV a
good and VXppoUWiYe fUiend, bXW alVo becaXVe IVUaeliV haYe a Wendenc\ Wo
impoUW eYeU\ Vocial phenomenon WhaW deYelopV in Whe UniWed SWaWeV. ThaW
haVn¶W happened Vo faU, Whank God, and I hope iW VWa\V WhaW Za\.´

M\ feeliQg iV WhaW Whe ViWXaWiRQ heUe iQ IVUael acWXall\ iV RQ Whe bUiQk Rf ciYil
ZaU.

³I hope \oX¶Ue ZUong, bXW I can¶W den\ iW. I haYe VomeWhing of a feeling WhaW
oXU demonVWUaWionV aUe a biW of an imiWaWion of Whe diUecWion WhingV aUe Waking
in Whe UniWed SWaWeV and England. BefoUe all WhiV VWaUWed, iW ZaV Whe lefW¶V
UefXVal Wo accepW Whe elecWion of Donald TUXmp, and WheUe ZaV a VimilaU
phenomenon in England afWeU BUe[iW. So, Zhen people VWaUWed Wo Va\, µWe
aUen¶W Zilling Wo accepW Bibi [Benjamin NeWan\ahX] aV pUime miniVWeU,¶ I felW a
liWWle WhaW iW ZaVn¶W a coincidence. The baVic UXleV of Whe game in a democUac\
aUe WhaW m\ Vide chooVeV m\ candidaWe, Whe oWheU Vide chooVeV iWV candidaWe,
and Ze aUUiYe aW peace beWZeen XV, becaXVe iW¶V beWWeU Wo Uecogni]e Whe
legiWimaWe choice of Whe adYeUVaU\ Whan Wo VWaUW VhooWing one anoWheU in Whe
VWUeeWV. WhaW happenV Zhen one Vide ± and in m\ YieZ iW¶V moUe acXWe noZ in
Whe UniWed SWaWeV and BUiWain ± Va\V: µYoX choVe TUXmp, oU BUe[iW, and Ze
aUen¶W Zilling Wo accepW WhaW¶?

³AW WhaW poinW \oX enWeU a gUa\ ]one and aUe conVWanWl\ looking foU Za\V Wo
pUeVV haUdeU [Wo aYoid accepWing Whe Zinning Vide]. And afWeUZaUd a feZ
bXildingV aUe bXUned, police officeUV aUe aWWacked,´ he obVeUYeV ± and foU a
momenW one can almoVW foUgeW WhaW WhiV \eaU¶V diVWXUbanceV in Whe UniWed
SWaWeV eUXpWed in Whe Zake of Whe mXUdeU of GeoUge Flo\d b\ a police officeU,
and WhaW in a 2017 Uall\ of Whe Uadical UighW in ChaUloWWeVYille, ViUginia, a
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Zoman ZaV mXUdeUed and do]enV of people ZeUe injXUed. TheVe
diVWXUbanceV, he noWeV, ³aUe Whe beginning of Whe end of democUac\ in Whe WUXe
VenVe of Whe ZoUd.´

BXW heUe iQ IVUael WheUe¶V a SUiPe PiQiVWeU ZhR haV beeQ cUiPiQall\ iQdicWed.

³In Whe UniWed SWaWeV people claim WhaW TUXmp iV a cUiminal, and like heUe ±
look, I am noW an e[peUW in police inYeVWigaWionV. Like eYeU\one, I Uead aboXW iW
in Whe papeU ± paUW of iW iV Vpin and paUW VoXndV noW UighW oU UidicXloXV. The
pUoblem iV WhaW Whe accXVaWionV, eYen if Whe\¶Ue coUUecW, don¶W cXW deep enoXgh
Wo peUVXade Whe VXppoUWeUV of TUXmp oU NeWan\ahX, bXW Whe oppoViWion Va\V:
We aUe Uead\ Wo WeaU eYeU\Whing apaUW oYeU WhiV. Each Vide iV VXppoVed Wo
gUanW legiWimac\ Wo Whe oWheU Vide, Wo Va\ µ\oX¶Ue an idioW,¶ µ\oX¶Ue leading XV Wo
diVaVWeU ± bXW µ\oX aUe legiWimaWe becaXVe \oX ZeUe elecWed.¶

³BXW noZ Whe Zhole game haV changed, and Whe iVVXe of legiWimac\ oU lack of
legiWimac\ haV become Whe cUX[ of poliWicV. I aVk, Zh\ iV Bibi VXddenl\ noW
legiWimaWe? I Whink iW¶V UelaWed Wo Whe ZeakneVV of Whe lefW, Zhich feelV WhaW iW
failV Wo cUeaWe an alWeUnaWiYe Wo peUVXade Whe cenWUiVW YoWeUV.´

TheUe ZaV a Wime, Zhich Ha]on\ WeUmV ³pUehiVWoU\,´ Zhen he didn¶W need a
neZVpapeU Wo find oXW Whe laWeVW neZV aboXW Whe pUime miniVWeU: FUom 1991 Wo
1995 he VeUYed aV an adYiVeU Wo When-DepXW\ FoUeign MiniVWeU NeWan\ahX, VaW
ZiWh him in Whe KneVVeW, accompanied him Wo poliWical meeWingV and Wo Whe
MadUid Peace ConfeUence, and ZaV alVo in Whe Uoom in 1993 ³on Whe da\ Ze
leaUned aboXW Whe OVlo AccoUdV, in Whe gUimmeVW meeWing of Whe LikXd
KneVVeW facWion in Whe paUW\¶V hiVWoU\, in m\ opinion.´

Ha]on\ laWeU bXUVW inWo Whe IVUaeli pXblic conVcioXVneVV ZiWh Whe Whink Wank
he foXnded in JeUXValem, Whe Shalem CenWeU. BXW oYeU Whe paVW WZo decadeV
he haV VomeZhaW diVappeaUed fUom Whe local map ± WheUe¶V no doXbW WhaW Whe
aWWenWion he¶V been geWWing inWeUnaWionall\ of laWe iV like poking a fingeU in Whe
e\e of eYeU\one Zho WhoXghW Whe\ ZeUe Uid of him. Ha]on\ WhinkV WhaW, Xnlike
in 2016, pUobabl\ moVW people Whink TUXmp can pXll of a Zin WhiV Wime, and
meanZhile hopeV Whe\ Zill VWill be ZaiWing foU him in Whe UniWed SWaWeV ± afWeU
Whe elecWion, afWeU Whe pandemic, afWeU Whe delXge.

FUom PUinceWon Wo Eli

YoUam Ha]on\ WakeV a VeaW acUoVV fUom me in Whe lobb\ of Whe Inbal
JeUXValem HoWel. He¶V Wall, hiV Vkin iV a poUcelain hXe, he ZeaUV a black kippa
and UoXnd glaVVeV. HiV VofW Yoice, Zhich I knoZ Zell fUom nXmbeUleVV Yideo
clipV I ZaWched, iV Winged ZiWh an AmeUican accenW. BXW Whe VofWneVV iV
miVleading. Ha]on\ iV an adYeUVaU\ Zho ZeaUV doZn and diVaUmV hiV UiYal, aV
an\one Zho haV faced off againVW him can WeVWif\.
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We UemoYe oXU face maVkV and foU a momenW I conWemplaWe Welling him WhaW I
alUead\ feel defeaWed. We¶Ue meeWing in connecWion ZiWh Whe pXblicaWion of hiV
neZ HebUeZ-langXage book, ³A JeZiVh SWaWe: HeU]l and Whe PUomiVe of
NaWionaliVm.´ In Whe WZo monWhV ahead of Whe meeWing Ze coUUeVponded Yia
TZiWWeU and I alVo meW hiV IVUaeli pXbliVheU in ZhaW felW like an aXdiWion. The
inWeUacWion ZaV Uife ZiWh VXVpicion and heViWaWion on all VideV. While hiV
bookV haYe UeceiYed Zide coYeUage in mainVWUeam and oWheU media oYeU Whe
\eaUV, WhiV iV Ha]on\¶V fiUVW VignificanW inWeUYieZ Wo an eVWabliVhed media bod\
in IVUael and elVeZheUe foU WZo decadeV.

YoUam Ha]on\, Zho WeUmV himVelf ³YeU\, YeU\ conVeUYaWiYe,´ ZaV boUn in
RehoYoW, in 1964, bXW gUeZ Xp in PUinceWon, ZheUe hiV famil\ moYed Zhen he
ZaV a \eaU old in Whe Zake of hiV faWheU¶V academic caUeeU: YehonaWhan
Ha]on\ ZaV a pUofeVVoU of engineeUing, ZiWh an e[peUWiVe in UoboWicV.
AlWhoXgh he did noW gUoZ Xp in a UeligioXVl\ obVeUYanW home, Whe foXndaWionV
Xpon Zhich hiV poliWical and UeligioXV YieZV UeVW ZeUe planWed in hiV
childhood, he mainWainV. ³I gUeZ Xp in a Ben-GXUioniVW home ± naWional,
ZioniVW, eYen WhoXgh Ze liYed in Whe UniWed SWaWeV. BXW oXU famil\ Wended
WoZaUd Whe WUadiWional.´

In Whe end, hoZeYeU, Ha]on\ aUUiYed aW Whe deciVion Wo UeWXUn Wo IVUael and
become UeligioXVl\ obVeUYanW WhankV Wo UelaWiYeV Zho ZeUe VomeZhaW moUe
pioXV. An Xncle had maUUied a UeligioXV Zoman and became UeligioXV; Whe\
ZeUe among Whe foXndeUV of Whe VeWWlemenW of KedXmim. (³The Zhole famil\
VXppoUWed WhaW diUecWion,´ he emphaVi]eV.) The SabbaWhV Whe 18-\eaU-old
Ha]on\ VpenW in WheiU home ZiWh WheiU famil\ dXUing a \eaU-long VWa\ in IVUael
XndeU Whe aXVpiceV of Whe YoXng JXdea \oXWh moYemenW lefW a poZeUfXl
impUeVVion on him: ³AfWeU WhaW \eaU I ZenW back Wo Whe UniWed SWaWeV, knoZing
WhaW I ZanWed Wo UeWXUn Wo IVUael and eVWabliVh a UeligioXVl\ obVeUYanW famil\.
And Vo iW ZaV.´

AV an XndeUgUadXaWe aW PUinceWon, Ha]on\ concenWUaWed in EaVW AVian
SWXdieV. A Vpecial place accUXeV Wo WhoVe \eaUV in Vhaping hiV peUVonaliW\. In
facW, all Whe dominanW elemenWV of hiV idenWiW\ ± Whe enWUepUeneXUVhip, Whe
UheWoUical VkillV and Whe poliWical appUoach, Woo ± ZeUe alUead\ eYidenW WheUe.
In 1984, he foXnded a maga]ine foU conVeUYaWiYe WhoXghW aW Whe XniYeUViW\
(Whe PUinceWon ToU\), and a \eaU laWeU he and Whe XniYeUViW\ Weam Zon Whe
NoUWh AmeUican DebaWing ChampionVhip. MoUe impoUWanW, aW PUinceWon he
meW hiV fXWXUe paUWneUV in Whe eVWabliVhmenW of Whe Shalem CenWeU ± Daniel
PoliVaU and JoVhXa WeinVWein ± aV Zell aV hiV fXWXUe Zife and Whe moWheU of
hiV nine childUen, Yael (npe JXlia FXlWon), an AmeUican-boUn conYeUW Wo
JXdaiVm. And WheUe ZaV anoWheU VignificanW meeWing WheUe, Zhich ZoXld come
Wo haXnW him afWeUZaUd. BXW Ze¶Ue geWWing ahead of oXUVelYeV.
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Ha]on\ landed back in IVUael in 1988, Zhile he ZaV VWill pXUVXing hiV docWoUal
VWXdieV in poliWical WheoU\ aW RXWgeUV, in NeZ JeUVe\. He and hiV Zife ZeUe
among Whe foXndeUV of Whe VeWWlemenW of Eli in Whe noUWheUn WeVW Bank.

The immenVe poWenWial WhaW Vome VaZ in Ha]on\ in Whe poliWical and
academic UealmV iV eYidenW fUom Whe facW WhaW Whe AmeUican inYeVWigaWiYe
joXUnaliVW RobeUW I. FUiedman deYoWed an enWiUe chapWeU Wo him in hiV 1992
book ³ZealoWV foU Zion,´ ciWed Ha]on\¶V YiVion of cUeaWing an ³IVUaeli
PUinceWon´ and WeUmed him, caXWioXVl\, aV Vomeone Zho coXld become a
fXWXUe leadeU of IVUael.

In Whe meanWime, in 1990, Ha]on\ began ZUiWing ediWoUialV foU The JeUXValem
PoVW, and a \eaU laWeU Whe papeU¶V ediWoU, DaYid BaU-Illan, VeUYed aV Whe go-
beWZeen Zho pXW Ha]on\ in WoXch ZiWh NeWan\ahX. The laWWeU ZaV looking foU
a UeVeaUch aVViVWanW foU ZhaW became hiV 1993 book ³A Place Among Whe
NaWionV.´ Ha]on\ accepWed Whe challenge ± and VWa\ed.

³I ZaV a kind of jack of all WUadeV,´ he UecallV. ³We ZoUked in an apaUWmenW
WhaW had been UenWed foU oXU joinW ZoUk. He deliYeUed VpeecheV and I ZUoWe,
added maWeUial and did UeVeaUch, and WhaW¶V hoZ Ze conVWUXcWed iW.´

Ha]on\ alVo VeUYed aV an ediWoU foU NeWan\ahX¶V ne[W book, ³FighWing
TeUUoUiVm,´ Zhich came oXW in 1995, Zhen Ha]on\ VWopped ZoUking ZiWh
him. BXW he¶V VWing\ ZiWh ZoUdV Zhen iW comeV Wo Walking aboXW ZhaW
happened beWZeen him and NeWan\ahX dXUing Whe Wime he VeUYed aV hiV
adYiVeU. Media UepoUWV deVcUibe WheiU UelaWionV aV Uanging beWZeen ³can¶W
VWand each oWheU´ and ³confidanWV,´ depending on Whe VoXUce. Ha]on\ Va\V
onl\ WhaW Whe UelaWionVhip beWZeen Whem boilV doZn Wo hiV being NeWan\ahX¶V
foUmeU conVXlWanW, and Woda\ Whe\ aUe noW cloVe.

Be WhaW aV iW ma\, hiV YieZ of hiV foUmeU emplo\eU iV XneTXiYocal: ³NeWan\ahX
iV Whe beVW pUime miniVWeU Vince [DaYid] Ben-GXUion. IW¶V poVVible WhaW a laUge
paUW of Whe pXblic doeVn¶W \eW XndeUVWand hoZ he VXcceeded in WUanVfoUming
IVUael fUom a maUginal coXnWU\ XndeU WhUeaW inWo a coXnWU\ WhaW pla\V a cenWUal
Uole in inWeUnaWional allianceV and iV gUoZing financiall\ Uich WhankV Wo WhaW ±
a coXnWU\ WhaW, VWUaWegicall\, iV becoming VWUongeU Wo a poinW ZheUe iW¶V
impoVVible Wo imagine Whe EXUopean-Middle EaVWeUn-AfUican aUena ZiWhoXW iW.
He iV WUXl\ a gUeaW VWaWeVman. I Whink WhaW iV XndeUVWood beWWeU in Whe UniWed
SWaWeV Whan heUe.´

HiVWoUianV Zill pUobabl\ UemembeU alVo LeYi EVhkol¶V YiViW Wo L\ndon
JohnVon¶V Uanch in 1968, ZheUe Whe foXndaWionV of Whe diplomaWic and
miliWaU\ alliance ZiWh Whe UniWed SWaWeV ZeUe laid. AlVo Whe ³alliance of Whe
peUipheU\´ WhaW Ben-GXUion foUged a decade befoUe WhaW ZiWh TXUke\,
EWhiopia, IUan and Whe KXUdV of IUaT. And WheUe¶V alVo YiW]hak Rabin and
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Shimon PeUeV, Zho VeW in moWion Whe UelaWionV ZiWh Whe GXlf SWaWeV back in Whe
1990V. BXW in Ha]on\¶V YieZ, NeWan\ahX iV iUUeplaceable.

³IV WheUe an\one of VWaWXUe on Whe UighW [in IVUael] Woda\ Zho can manage a
V\VWem of inWeUnaWional UelaWionV of WhiV kind? AW Whe momenW WheUe iV no one
Zho comeV cloVe,´ he aVVeUWV.

Ha]on\ TXickl\ moYed on afWeU Whe end of hiV ZoUking UelaWionVhip ZiWh
NeWan\ahX. In 1994, WoZaUd Whe end of hiV peUiod ZiWh Whe fXWXUe pUemieU,
Ha]on\, WogeWheU ZiWh DU. Daniel PoliVaU, OfiU HaiYU\ and JoVhXa WeinVWein,
foXnded Whe Shalem CenWeU, Zhich XnWil a feZ \eaUV ago ZaV peUceiYed aV hiV
life¶V ZoUk. The bXVineVV of Whink WankV, he e[plainV, dependV on UecUXiWing
donoUV ³Zho don¶W like Whe VWaWe of diVcoXUVe and ZanW Wo inYeVW in Whe
deYelopmenW of a neZ idea.´ In WhiV caVe Whe donoUV oYeU Whe \eaUV inclXded
ZealWh\ AmeUican bXVineVV people/philanWhUopiVWV Ron LaXdeU, Zhom he
meW WhUoXgh NeWan\ahX, and Sheldon AdelVon. And Whe ideaV Whe inVWiWXWe
ZaV going Wo inYeVW in ZeUe noW inWended Wo Uemain ZiWhin Whe UealmV of
academia bXW Wo inflXence polic\, in paUW ZiWh Whe aid of A]XUe, a noZ-defXncW
TXaUWeUl\ pXW oXW b\ Whe cenWeU, ZhoVe majoU aim ZaV Wo UeinWUodXce Whe WeUm
³JeZiVh VWaWe´ inWo pXblic diVcoXUVe.

HRZ elVe did \RX SlaQ WR iQflXeQce SRlic\?

³The ViWXaWion in IVUael in Whe 1990V ZaV VXch WhaW eYen a WUadiWional WeUm
WhaW¶V 3,000 \eaUV old, like µAm YiVUael¶ [Whe JeZiVh people, Whe people of
IVUael], had become anaWhema, becaXVe iW offended Whe AUabV oU ZaV UaciVW oU
I don¶W knoZ ZhaW. To Va\ WhaW \oX ZeUe a JeZ and WhaW Whe VWaWe ZaV JeZiVh
ZaV Vimpl\« paVVp aW leaVW. In WhaW peUiod, Zhen Whe cenWenaU\ of Whe BaVel
CongUeVV [ZheUe Whe ZioniVW OUgani]aWion ZaV foXnded, in 1897] ZaV being
maUked ± and I am Walking aboXW Whe mainVWUeam, noW aboXW Whe YocifeUoXV
handfXl of poVW-ZioniVWV ± no one VaZ an\ UeaVon Wo acknoZledge, leaUn oU
Whink aboXW WhoVe WhingV. People Vaid WhaW µZioniVm¶V place iV in Whe paVW, noZ
Ze¶Ue on Whe Za\ Wo peace ZiWh Whe Zhole ZoUld.¶

³So Ze [aW Shalem] foXnd inYeVWoUV Zho ZeUe Uead\ Wo back a mXlWi\eaU
pUoceVV in Zhich Ze ZoXld VWXd\ Whe VXbjecW, e[plain, find people Zho
poVVeVVed Whe UeTXiViWe VkillV, decide WogeWheU ZiWh Whem ZhaW bookV Whe\
ZoXld ZUiWe ± bookV WhaW ZeUe lacking ± and When Ze ZoXld Weach Whem hoZ
Wo geW Wo Whe media and Walk aboXW WhoVe WhingV. We eVWabliVhed Whe Shalem
CenWeU in 1994, and Whe naWion-VWaWe laZ paVVed in 2018, Vo WhaW¶V aboXW Whe
Uange, 24 \eaUV.´

DR \RX PeaQ WhaW \RX deVeUYe cUediW fRU Whe laZ?

³I can¶W Wake cUediW foU Whe concUeWe effoUWV Wo pUomoWe iW, becaXVe oWheUV, VXch
aV Whe KoheleW Polic\ FoUXm, Wook Whe ball and Uan ZiWh iW. BXW Ze aW Whe
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Shalem CenWeU inaXgXUaWed Whe pUoceVV, and WheUe ZaV no one oWheU Whan XV. I
m\Velf ZaV paUW of Whe laVW Weam WhaW foUmXlaWed Whe KinneUeW CoYenanW [an
effoUW b\ JeZiVh inWellecWXalV and polic\ makeUV Wo agUee on a VeW of pUincipleV
foU coe[iVWence among Whe VWaWe'V diYeUVe JeZiVh commXniWieV] in 2001,
Zhich I Vee aV a WXUning poinW. AfWeU iW, poliWicianV like [AUiel] ShaUon and
[EhXd] OlmeUW began Wo demand IVUael¶V UecogniWion aV a µJeZiVh VWaWe¶ in
inWeUnaWional negoWiaWionV, Woo. So, \eV, Ze deYeloped iW XnWil Ze aUUiYed aW a
ViWXaWion ZheUe oWheUV coXld emplo\ Whe WeUm µJeZiVh VWaWe¶ and WXUn iW inWo a
laZ.´

BeWZeen WUaiWoUV and Kahane

Ha]on\ Va\V he inYeVWed man\ monWhV in WhaW pUoceVV, bXW alVo adYanced Whe
goal b\ anoWheU UoXWe. In 2000 he pXbliVhed ³The JeZiVh SWaWe: The SWUXggle
foU IVUael¶V SoXl´ (BaVic BookV and The NeZ RepXblic), Zhich depicWed
³IVUael¶V decline aV a JeZiVh VWaWe´ and cUiWici]ed inWellecWXalV and ZUiWeUV Zho
VoXghW Wo impaUW WheiU Uadical ideaV Wo Whe enWiUe VocieW\, he Va\V.

Ha]on\ did noW make do ZiWh Whe XVXal VXVpecWV: AmoV O], DaYid GUoVVman,
YehXda Amichai; noU did he onl\ WeUm Whe OVlo AccoUdV ³Whe bUan]ha¶V [lefW-
Zing µgXild¶V¶] moVW VpecWacXlaU poliWical achieYemenW.´ He alVo caVWigaWed
MaUWin BXbeU, GeUVhom Scholem, Hannah AUendW and oWheU JeZiVh-GeUman
inWellecWXalV ± moVW of Whem Whe oUiginal backbone of Whe HebUeZ UniYeUViW\
of JeUXValem ± foU haYing oppoVed IVUael¶V eVWabliVhmenW and YieZing iWV
naWionaliVWic naWXUe aV an immoUal deYiaWion fUom Whe ideal deVWin\ of Whe
JeZiVh people.

ThaW book, Woo, VWiUUed angeU and conWUoYeUV\ among AmeUican JeZU\ and
became a beVW VelleU. Ama]on pUomoWed iW b\ mainWaining (aV iWV UeleYanW
page VWill doeV) WhaW iW ³ma\ be Whe moVW conWUoYeUVial book on ZioniVm and
IVUael pXbliVhed in Whe laVW 20 \eaUV,´ and Whe mainVWUeam AmeUican media
coYeUed iW e[WenViYel\. The PXliW]eU PUi]e-Zinning conVeUYaWiYe poliWical
commenWaWoU ChaUleV KUaXWhammeU ZUoWe a long coYeU VWoU\ on Whe book in
Whe Weekl\ SWandaUd in Zhich he ZaUned, apocal\pWicall\, WhaW ³Whe collapVe
of ZioniVm ma\ be Whe VWoU\ of Whe 21VW cenWXU\.´ He conclXded b\ aVVeUWing
WhaW ³IVUael¶V enemieV Vee Whe fXWXUe, a fXWXUe IVUaeliV WhemVelYeV ma\ noZ be
cUeaWing: a ZoUld ZiWhoXW ZioniVm, a ZoUld ZiWhoXW IVUael.´

The cUiWiciVm did noW UeVonaWe Vo poZeUfXll\ in IVUael, bXW Whe HebUeZ
UniYeUViW\ foU iWV paUW ZaV defended b\ IVUael BaUWal, noZ emeUiWXV pUofeVVoU
of hiVWoU\, Zho VaYaged Whe book in Whe HebUeZ hiVWoU\ joXUnal CaWhedUa.
³The gUeaWeVW dangeU WhaW emanaWeV fUom We[WV like Ha]on\¶V,´ he Va\V Woda\,
³iV Wo fUee, cUiWical WhoXghW, Zhich I acWXall\ idenWif\ ZiWh modeUn naWionaliVm
and ZiWh ZioniVm aW iWV beVW.´



11/10/2020 HaaUeW].CRP

KWWSV://ZZZ.KaaUeW].cRP/PLVc/aUWLcOe-SULQW-Sage/.SUePLXP.HIGHLIGHT.MAGAZINE-a-caVe-fRU-QaWLRQaOLVP-b\-WKe-LVUaeOL-cUedLWed-ZLWK-VKaSLQg-WUXPS-V-fRU« 8/15

Indeed, Ha]on\, ZiWh hiV book and aUWicleV and WheiU Zide diVVeminaWion in
Whe UniWed SWaWeV, caXVed embaUUaVVmenW Wo IVUaeli polic\ makeUV and
academicV.

³AW Whe Wime, oXU conVXl geneUal in NeZ YoUk, ShmXel SiVVo, aVked me Wo
appeaU aW meeWingV ZiWh AmeUican JeZiVh leadeUV in oUdeU Wo Uepl\ Wo Whe
book¶V allegaWion WhaW IVUaeli inWellecWXalV fUom Whe ZioniVW mainVWUeam aUe
WUaiWoUV,´ BaUWal UecallV. ³I confUonWed Ha]on\ pUofeVVionall\. He iV
chaUiVmaWic, a VXpeUb media figXUe, and hiV EngliVh makeV mincemeaW of
mine. I can compeWe ZiWh an\one in EngliVh, bXW noW ZiWh him. AfWeUZaUd I
paid him back in debaWeV condXcWed in HebUeZ.´

The knockoXW ZaV finall\ deliYeUed b\ Whe WUied-and-WUXe meWhod of
delegiWimi]aWion Yia Whe aUchiYeV. JoXUnaliVW AkiYa EldaU came acUoVV a eXlog\
WhaW Ha]on\ had ZUiWWen in The JeUXValem PoVW a decade eaUlieU foU Rabbi
MeiU Kahane ± \eV, he¶V WhaW oWheU figXUe ZiWh Zhom Ha]on\ encoXnWeUed aW
PUinceWon ± and pXbliVhed VecWionV of iW in HaaUeW] (SepW. 14, 2000). In hiV
aUWicle, EldaU dUeZ a diUecW connecWion beWZeen Whe YieZV of Whe leadeU of
Kahane¶V Kach paUW\, Zhich ZaV diVTXalified fUom UXnning in Whe 1988
elecWion becaXVe iWV YieZV ZeUe deemed UaciVW, and Ha]on\¶V YieZV. ThiV, iW
VhoXld be noWed, eYen WhoXgh Ha]on\¶V piece ZaV WiWled ³FaUeZell fUom a
µnon-KahaniVW¶´ and deVpiWe Whe facW WhaW Ha]on\ emphaVi]ed hiV diVVociaWion
fUom Kahane¶V UaciVm and Yiolence.

YRX ZURWe abRXW Whe iPPeQVe iQflXeQce WhaW KahaQe had RQ Whe cRXUVe Rf
\RXU life. WhaW¶V Whe VWRU\ WheUe?

³YoX VaZ Whe headline of Whe [HaaUeW]] aUWicle, µYoUam Ha]on\¶V WeacheU and
menWoU¶?´ he UeWoUWV ZiWh a dU\ laXgh. ³I m\Velf ZaV neYeU a KahaniVW, I ZaV
alZa\V a LikXdnik, bXW afWeU hiV aVVaVVinaWion, I VaZ WhaW eYeU\one WhoXghW iW
UighW Wo ZUiWe aboXW hoZ eYil he ZaV, Vo I Vimpl\ Vaid Wo m\Velf: If, heaYen
foUbid, VomeWhing like WhaW ZeUe Wo happen Wo Vomeone fUom Whe oWheU pole, I
am ceUWain WhaW eYeU\one on Whe UighW and Whe lefW ZoXld find a Za\ Wo Va\
VomeWhing in hiV oU heU commemoUaWion. People infeU fUom WhaW aUWicle WhaW
he had gUeaW inflXence on me, and WhaW iV noW accXUaWe.´

ConfUonWaWionV of one VoUW oU anoWheU VWXdded Whe paWh of Ha]on\¶V caUeeU aW
Whe Shalem CenWeU. BXW he pUobabl\ neYeU anWicipaWed WhaW Whe gUeaWeVW
confUonWaWion of all ZoXld oUiginaWe fUom ZiWhin Whe inVWiWXWion iWVelf and
WeUminaWe hiV inYolYemenW in iW. AW iWV peak, Whe cenWeU emplo\ed VeYeUal
do]en peUVonnel, moVW of Zhom ZeUe naWiYe EngliVh VpeakeUV and UeligioXVl\
obVeUYanW. PeUceiYing WhemVelYeV aV Whe pioneeUV of neoconVeUYaWiVm in
IVUael, Whe\ impoUWed poliWical, Vocial and economic diVcoXUVe Wo Whe coXnWU\
fUom Whe docWUineV of MaUgaUeW ThaWcheU and Ronald Reagan. WiWh Whe
geneUoXV fXnding of AmeUican W\coonV ± Whe cenWeU¶V annXal bXdgeW VWood aW
$1 million b\ iWV foXUWh \eaU and aW almoVW $10 million in iWV 10Wh \eaU ± Whe
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inVWiWXWion acTXiUed pUeVWige and mobili]ed academicV and pXblic figXUeV
Vome of Zhom ZeUe acWXall\ idenWified ZiWh Whe lefW, VXch aV Whe jXUiVW RXWh
GaYiVon and foUmeU EdXcaWion MiniVWeU Amnon RXbinVWein.

HoZeYeU, oYeU Wime, cUackV began Wo appeaU in Whe high-inWenViW\ enWeUpUiVe.
In 2007, Whe Shalem CenWeU ZaV Whe VXbjecW of a Zide-Uanging inYeVWigaWiYe
UepoUW in HaaUeW] b\ Naama LanVki and Daphna BeUman. The\ deVcUibed
cenWUali]ed, ZaVWefXl managemenW b\ Whe inVWiWXWion¶V VenioU figXUeV, noWabl\
Ha]on\, Zho ZaV Whe ³pUoYoVW´ aW Whe Wime, and PoliVaU, Whe cenWeU¶V
pUeVidenW. SWaff Walked aboXW Ha]on\¶V ³pecXliaU habiWV,´ Zhich inclXded
faVWidioXVneVV aboXW food and e[ceVViYe meWicXloXVneVV aboXW fonW Vi]e in
pXblicaWionV and ³a 45-degUee angle Zhen VWapling pageV WogeWheU.´ He ZaV
alVo Vaid Wo be pUone Wo oXWbXUVWV of Uage, eVpeciall\ Zhen Whe VWaff did noW
haVWen Wo peUfoUm pUiYaWe WaVkV foU him, like bab\ViWWing hiV childUen.

The Shalem CenWeU offeUed WhiV VWaWemenW Wo HaaUeW] in UeVponVe Wo Whe
allegaWionV: ³AV Whe foXndeU and leadeU of Whe cenWeU, DU. YoUam Ha]on\ iV
XndoXbWedl\ one of iWV pillaUV,´ a VWaWemenW aVVeUWed, adding, ³EYeU\ peUVon,
ceUWainl\ a Vocial oU bXVineVV leadeU, haV hiV oZn hXman diVWincWiYeneVV«
YoUam Ha]on\ and Daniel PoliVaU YieZ Whe Shalem CenWeU aV WheiU life¶V ZoUk.
IW iV definiWel\ poVVible WhaW on occaVion, Zhile pUepaUing foU a WUip oU in Vome
oWheU pUeVVXUed ViWXaWion, Vpecific help iV needed.´

ThaW Vame \eaU anoWheU Wop figXUe, Whe AmeUican JeZiVh edXcaWoU and ZUiWeU
Daniel GoUdiV, joined Shalem. He ZaV appoinWed Yice pUeVidenW ZiWh Whe aim
of aVViVWing in Whe ongoing effoUWV Wo obWain accUediWaWion foU iW aV a degUee-
gUanWing academic inVWiWXWion. GoUdiV Wook a pUagmaWic line Wo obWaining Whe
coYeWed deVignaWion fUom Whe CoXncil foU HigheU EdXcaWion; PoliVaU Vided
ZiWh him. A UifW deYeloped beWZeen PoliVaU and Ha]on\, Zho ZoXld noW
UeWUeaW fUom hiV moUe conVeUYaWiYe YiVion ± ³Wo bXild XniYeUViWieV WhaW aUe
moUe UecepWiYe Wo WUadiWion, naWionaliVm and Ueligion´ ± and in 2012 Ha]on\
foXnd himVelf UemoYed fUom hiV life¶V pUojecW.

In 2013 Whe inVWiWXWion UeceiYed academic accUediWaWion and became Shalem
College, ZiWh PoliVaU and GoUdiV holding VenioU poViWionV; Whe Whink Wank iWVelf
cloVed.

AVked noZ Zh\ he lefW, Ha]on\ UeVpondV ZiWh a biWWeU Vmile: ³ideological
diffeUenceV.´ In Whe acknoZledgmenWV of ³The ViUWXe of NaWionaliVm,´ he
noWeV, ³The laVW feZ \eaUV haYe been WU\ing oneV foU me and m\ famil\.´

³IW¶V a faUeZell fUom ZoUk of moUe Whan WZo decadeV and a gUeaW man\
fUiendV,´ he Va\V fUankl\. ³TheUe ZeUe fUiendV Zho lefW ZiWh me [WeinVWein,
HaiYU\], bXW I lefW an impoUWanW paUW of m\ life WheUe. FoU 18 \eaUV I WUied Wo
eVWabliVh an AmeUican-VW\le college WhaW ZoXld Weach Whe WeVWeUn and JeZiVh
We[WV and WUadiWion. I bUoXghW Whe college Wo Whe bUink of UecogniWion b\ Whe
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CHE and When Whe inVWiWXWion fell apaUW and Whe foXndeUV lefW and I¶m noW
WheUe. I haYen¶W \eW foXnd Whe UighW channel Wo geW Wo Whe place I ZanW Wo geW
Wo.´

Deal ZiWh TUXmp

Ha]on\ did in facW find a neZ oXWleW foU hiV ideaV afWeU leaYing Shalem: He iV
Whe foXndeU and pUeVidenW of Whe JeUXValem-baVed HeU]l InVWiWXWe, Zhich
opened in 2013 and iV named foU Whe ZioniVW leadeU Wo Zhom hiV neZ book iV
deYoWed. In WhiV ZoUk, Woo, he UeWXUnV Wo Whe cenWUal WhemeV of hiV docWUine
and poinWV an accXVing fingeU aW an anWi-ZioniVW figXUe: Ahad Ha¶am (AVheU
GinVbeUg, 1856-1927), Whe nemeViV of Whe YiVionaU\ of Whe JeZiVh VWaWe. In ³A
JeZiVh SWaWe: HeU]l and Whe PUomiVe of NaWionaliVm,´ TheodoU HeU]l iV
poUWUa\ed aV chaUiVmaWic and deWeUmined, commanding e[WUaoUdinaU\
UheWoUical VkillV, a bUillianW diplomaW; in VhoUW, he eYokeV Ha]on\¶V NeWan\ahX
Wo a degUee. He iV a naWional ZioniVW leadeU ZhoVe YiVion ZaV a ³JeZiVh VWaWe´
(medina \ehXdiW) and noW ± Ha]on\ emphaVi]eV ± Whe neZVpeak WeUm Wo
Zhich pXblic figXUeV and academicV haYe had UecoXUVe in UecenW decadeV, Whe
³VWaWe of Whe JeZV´ (medinaW ha\ehXdim).

PUof. BaUWal noWeV WhaW 20 \eaUV ago, in ³The JeZiVh SWaWe: The SWUXggle foU
IVUael¶V SoXl,´ Ha]on\ alVo deVcUibed HeU]l¶V libeUal-XniYeUValiVW noYel
³AlWneXland´ aV a pUopaganda WUacW foU Whe maVVeV WhaW did noW e[pUeVV Whe
ZioniVW leadeU¶V WUXe inneU conVeUYaWiYiVm.

³I ZUoWe aW Whe Wime WhaW Ha]on\ had WXUned HeU]l inWo Whe faWheU of
AmeUican-VW\le neoconVeUYaWiVm,´ BaUWal Va\V. ³In place of a peUVon Zho
adYocaWeV XniYeUValiVm and iV faU fUom an\ idea of inVXlaUiW\ and [enophobia,
he pUeVenWV a neZ HeU]l. I don¶W knoZ ZhaW Vin HeU]l commiWWed WhaW he haV
Wo VeUYe Woda\ aV a pUopaganda inVWUXmenW in TUXmp¶V elecWion campaign.´

³The JeZiVh SWaWe´ UeVonaWed Zidel\; WheUe¶V no knoZing ZheWheU ³HeU]l and
Whe PUomiVe of NaWionaliVm,´ pXbliVhed WhiV monWh, Zill do likeZiVe. BXW Whe
book WhaW WUanVfoUmed Whe 56-\eaU-old Ha]on\ inWo Whe haUbingeU of ³naWional
conVeUYaWiVm,´ and conWinXeV Wo make ZaYeV, iV ³The ViUWXe of NaWionaliVm.´
BeWZeen TZiWWeU acWiYiW\ (31,300 folloZeUV) and a neZ Walk-VhoZ bUoadcaVW
Yia Zoom fUom Whe liYing Uoom of hiV home in JeUXValem¶V poVW-1967 RamoW
neighboUhood ± Ha]on\ conWinXeV Wo pUomoWe WhaW 2018 book, Zhich iV alVo
doing Zell abUoad (a GeUman YeUVion ZaV UecenWl\ pXbliVhed, and a FUench
WUanVlaWion haV jXVW come oXW).

The baVic pUemiVe of ³ViUWXe´ iV WhaW fUom Whe daZn of hiVWoU\, a WiWanic
VWUXggle haV been Zaged beWZeen WZo dichoWomoXV foUceV oYeU Whe deViUable
poliWical oUdeU of Whe ZoUld: naWionaliVm ± and in oXU conYeUVaWion Ha]on\
VWUeVVeV WhaW WhiV iV noW WanWamoXnW Wo UaciVm ± and impeUialiVm. AccoUding
Wo Ha]on\, impeUialiVm, Zhich iV Woda\ UepUeVenWed b\ Whe EXUopean Union
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and ZhaW he UefeUV Wo aV Whe neZ ZoUld oUdeU, Zill neYeU VXcceed, becaXVe iW iV
alZa\V compelled Wo UXle b\ foUce of aUmV ± WhaW iV Whe onl\ Za\ empiUeV can
impoVe WheiU cXlWXUe, langXage and Ueligion among diYeUVe gUoXpV. IW folloZV
WhaW Whe VpUead of impeUialiVm doomV Whe ZoUld Wo conVWanW inVWabiliW\.

NaWionaliVm, b\ conWUaVW, iV an engine foU oUdeU. People aUe Vocial beingV Zho
fXncWion in collecWiYe fUameZoUkV, VXch aV famil\ and WUibe, ZhoVe foUmaWion
and VXUYiYal aUe dependenW on one cenWUal elemenW: lo\alW\. The naWional VWaWe
iV Whe laUgeVW XniW WhaW alloZV people Wo collecWiYel\ mainWain WieV of lo\alW\
ZiWhin iW and Wo opeUaWe WogeWheU foU Whe Vake of a paUWicXlaU goal; an
inWeUnaWional oUdeU WhaW UeVWV on naWional VWaWeV Zill noW be XndeUmined eYen
if ZaUV bUeak oXW beWZeen Whem, becaXVe each VWaWe aVpiUeV Wo pUeVeUYe onl\
ZhaW alUead\ belongV Wo iW.

Ha]on\ haV been aVVailed fUom YaUioXV TXaUWeUV oYeU WhiV WheViV and Whe book
WhaW e[poXndV iW.

³TheUe iV no WheoU\ in Whe VWXd\ of naWionaliVm, beginning 100 \eaUV ago and
XnWil \eVWeUda\, WhaW fiWV Ha]on\¶V meWhod,´ BaUWal Va\V. ³He pUeVenWV a
conWUadiVWincWion beWZeen empiUeV and naWionaliVm: Do \oX Ueali]e WhaW WhiV
iV Whe YeU\ oppoViWe of Whe XndeUVWanding of hoZ Whe modeUn naWional
moYemenWV ZeUe cUeaWed in Whe 19Wh cenWXU\? In Whe fiUVW VWage of naWionaliVm
± in Whe OWWoman EmpiUe, Whe RXVVian EmpiUe and alVo in Whe GeUman Reich
± Whe naWion ZaV an inWegUal and Uecogni]ed paUW of Whe empiUe. In oWheU
ZoUdV, Whe empiUe did noW UejecW Whe naWionaliVm of eWhnic gUoXpV in moVW
caVeV, bXW inWegUaWed Whem aV Uecogni]ed XniWV ZiWhin Whe VWaWe
adminiVWUaWion.´

NeZ YoUk maga]ine Wook a VomeZhaW diffeUenW appUoach. ³The book¶V majoU
flaZ iV WhaW Ha]on\ WendV Wo define hiV WeUmV aV ideal W\peV and When aUgXe
fUom WhoVe definiWionV, Zhich, Zhile pUodXcing Whe eleganW dichoWom\
beWZeen naWion and empiUe, can alVo lend hiV aUgXmenWV a VenVe of XnUealiW\,´
PaUk MacDoXgald ZUoWe in a UeYieZ of Whe book.

The PaleVWinian iVVXe

OQe cRQclXViRQ WhaW caQ aUiVe fURP Whe bRRk iV WhaW Whe PaleVWiQiaQ SeRSle
deVeUYeV a VWaWe Rf iWV RZQ, aQd aQRWheU SRVVible cRQclXViRQ iV WhaW Whe
PaleVWiQiaQV VhRXld leaYe heUe YRlXQWaUil\ aQd diVSeUVe aPRQg RXU
QeighbRUV.

³TheUe aUe oWheU conclXVionV beWZeen [WhoVe WZo] WhaW one coXld aUUiYe aW.
BXW aW Whe leYel of pUinciple I didn¶W addUeVV Whe PaleVWinian iVVXe, becaXVe I
ZanWed Wo ZUiWe a book WhaW coXld UeinfoUce Whe naWionaliVm boWh of WhoVe Zho
belieYe WhaW Whe PaleVWinian people deVeUYeV independence, and of WhoVe Zho
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belieYe WhaW Whe PaleVWinian people iV a VoUW of WUibe ZiWhin Whe AUab people
and ZoXld do beWWeU Wo obWain iWV Velf-deWeUminaWion in JoUdan.´

HeQce P\ TXeVWiRQ.

³I Whink WhaW WhaW¶V a UeaVonable Ueading of Whe book, and \eW iW¶V alVo poVVible
Wo Uead iW fUom an oppoViWe poinW of YieZ. BXW ZhaW¶V nice aboXW iW iV WhaW iW¶V
noW a book aboXW iVVXeV WhaW aUe boWheUing XV aboXW Whe PaleVWinian caVe. PaUW
of ZhaW iV pUoblemaWic in geneUal ZiWh Whe idea of Whe naWional VWaWe iV WhaW iW¶V
alZa\V difficXlW Wo decide ZheUe Whe boUdeU lieV. I Va\ WhaW e[pliciWl\.
TheUefoUe, Whe EngliVh aUe VWill in NoUWheUn IUeland, Whe IndianV aUe in
KaVhmiU, and Ze haYe Whe pUoblem of JXdea and SamaUia. The TXeVWion of
hoZ Wo VolYe Whe pUoblem iV, I Whink, pUimaUil\ a pUacWical one, becaXVe WheUe
iV noWhing WhaW can deWeUmine Whe iVVXe XneTXiYocall\ in one diUecWion oU
anoWheU. TheUefoUe I ...´

... WU\ WR aYRid Whe iVVXe.

³I knoZ man\ IVUaeliV Whink WhaW Whe PaleVWinian iVVXe iV Whe moVW impoUWanW
one in Whe ZoUld, bXW WheUe aUe oWheU YeU\ impoUWanW iVVXeV. In m\ YieZ, one of
Whe moVW impoUWanW iVVXeV in Whe ZoUld iV Whe TXeVWion of ZheWheU Whe naWional
VWaWe iV legiWimaWe aW all. Toda\, moUe Whan 30 \eaUV afWeU Whe fall of Whe BeUlin
Wall, a libeUal globaliVW appUoach iV VpUeading WhaW Va\V WheUe iV no need foU
boUdeUV and WhaW Whe naWional VWaWe iV an inheUenWl\ bad Whing, and WhaW all Whe
naWional VWaWeV VhoXld be Zeakened and finall\ diVmanWled, inclXding IVUael.
ThiV noWion haV gained WUacWion oYeU 30 \eaUV, and Woda\ WheUe¶V a need Wo
e[plain and debaWe and XndeUVWand Zho¶V UighW aboXW WhiV iVVXe, Zhich iV Zh\
I ZUoWe Whe book.´

AQd Zhich iV Zh\ \RX ZUiWe iQ Whe IQWURdXcWiRQ, ³EXURSeaQV PighW QRW
UeliVh Whe SURVSecW Rf a UeQeZed µGeUPaQ ePSiUe,¶ eYeQ RQe WhaW ZaV
QRPiQall\ gRYeUQed fURP BUXVVelV.´ WhaW¶V VR bad abRXW Whe EU?

³Look, if Whe peopleV in EXUope ZanW Wo eliminaWe WheiU boUdeUV and XniWe, iW¶V
WheiU UighW. BXW Zill iW be good, in Whe end, foU Whe IWalianV oU Whe HXngaUianV?
IV iW good foU IVUael oU foU oWheU VWaWeV? I¶ll VWaUW fUom Whe end. AfWeU Whe fall of
Whe BeUlin Wall, in 1989, and Whe Vigning of Whe TUeaW\ of MaaVWUichW, in 1992
[Zhich effecWiYel\ cUeaWed Whe EU], Whe ZoUld ZaV eXphoUic: NoZ all Whe ZaUV
aUe oYeU, peace haV come Wo Whe Zhole ZoUld. PaUW of WhaW ZaV Shimon PeUeV¶
³NeZ Middle EaVW,´ paUW of iW ZaV Whe EXUopeanV Zho Vaid: ThaW¶V iW, Ze don¶W
need boUdeUV oU independenW VWaWeV an\ longeU, Ze¶Ue moYing WoZaUd John
Lennon¶V µImagine.¶

³SimilaU eXphoUia Ueigned in Whe UniWed SWaWeV, Woo, on Whe UighW and alVo on
Whe lefW, and people began dUeaming aboXW Whe neZ ZoUld oUdeU of PUeVidenW
GeoUge BXVh in Zhich Whe Zhole ZoUld ZoXld be XndeU one laZ and Whe



11/10/2020 HaaUeW].CRP

KWWSV://ZZZ.KaaUeW].cRP/PLVc/aUWLcOe-SULQW-Sage/.SUePLXP.HIGHLIGHT.MAGAZINE-a-caVe-fRU-QaWLRQaOLVP-b\-WKe-LVUaeOL-cUedLWed-ZLWK-VKaSLQg-WUXPS-V-fR« 13/15

AmeUican aUm\ ZoXld be Whe ZoUld¶V policeman. All WheVe dUeamV ZeUe
diffeUenW YeUVionV of Whe libeUal globaliVW dUeam of Whe End of Da\V. BXW in
EXUope Whe\ Wook iW Wo an e[WUeme, Whe\ Vimpl\ became paUW of Vome VoUW of
meVVianic cXlW.´

Reall\?

³E[cepW WhaW, amid WhiV XWopian concepWion, Whe WeVWeUn ZoUld Vaid: µWe¶ll
make a peace agUeemenW ZiWh China, neYeU mind WhaW iW¶V a dicWaWoUVhip, neYeU
mind WhaW Whe\ aUe mXUdeUing, WhaW Whe\ aUe oppUeVVing ± peace Zill come,¶
and Whe\ gaYe China Hong Kong. GiYing iW Hong Kong iV YeU\ VimilaU Wo Whe
agUeemenW ZiWh Whe PLO. AfWeU all, eYen WhoVe Zho Vaid WhaW Ze need Wo bXild
a PaleVWinian VWaWe in JXdea and SamaUia, didn¶W neceVVaUil\ haYe Wo Va\: FoU
WhaW pXUpoVe Ze¶ll bUing [YaVVeU] AUafaW. ThaW ZaV noW Whe onl\ poVVible
choice.

³I Vee Whe appaUaWXV of Whe EU aV an ideological, idealiVWic one WhaW iV cUeaWing
and e[poUWing Wo Whe Zhole ZoUld a XWopian ZoUldYieZ and demanding WhaW
coXnWUieV like IVUael join ± Zhich iV liable Wo pXW WhoVe coXnWUieV aW gUeaW UiVk.
The\ can alVo pXW EXUope aW UiVk, becaXVe EXUope haV enemieV ± iW haV RXVVia,
iW haV all kindV of VecXUiW\ pUoblemV coming fUom Whe diUecWion of Whe MXVlim
ZoUld. And Whe\ aUe noW cXlWiYaWing WheiU abiliW\ Wo defend WhemVelYeV in Whe
face of WhaW.´

YRX Va\ WhaW Whe\ aUe caSWiYe WR QawYeWe.

³IW¶V a ZoUldYieZ WhaW UeVembleV MaU[iVm in Whe VenVe WhaW iW¶V a deep and
inWeUeVWing philoVoph\ WhaW denieV UealiW\. IW¶V Ueall\ a W\pe of Ueligion. YoX
can Vee iW aV XpgUaded ChUiVWianiW\. And WhaW¶V noW good foU XV. BecaXVe 350
million people [Zho aUe paUW of Whe EU] ZhoVe poliWical appaUaWXV iV
UelenWleVVl\ geneUaWing demandV ± VWop being naWional VWaWeV, VWop defending
\oXUVelYeV, join Whe peace, Zhen WheUe iV no peace ± iV a dangeU. And Ze
didn¶W Whink iW coXld be oWheUZiVe XnWil TUXmp and [Indian PUime MiniVWeU
NaUendUa] Modi and Whe EmiUaWeV and a feZ moUe VWaUWed Wo Va\: WhaW¶V
ZUong ZiWh IVUael defending iWVelf accoUding Wo iWV lighWV?

³On Whe oWheU hand, on Whe EXUopean UighW ± and WhiV iV VomeWhing WhaW¶V haUd
Wo VZalloZ ± WheUe aUe naWional moYemenWV WhaW Vee IVUael aV a model and
ZanW coopeUaWion ZiWh iW. People on Whe lefW in Whe UniWed SWaWeV don¶W like iW
WhaW Bibi iV ZoUking hand in hand ZiWh Whe EXUopean UighW, bXW WhiV iV a neZ
ViWXaWion WhaW Ze haYe Wo become accXVWomed Wo. I am noW Va\ing WhaW all WheVe
people aUe good, bXW iW¶V paUW of m\ acWiYiW\ in UecenW \eaUV ± Wo condXcW an
iniWial VWXd\ and Wo XndeUVWand ZheWheU WheUe aUe among Whe neZ EXUopean
UighW, in Whe naWional UighW, people Zho aUe WUXl\ open Wo good and pUopeU
UelaWionV ZiWh IVUael ± oU ZheWheU iW¶V all a chaUade.´
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YRX \RXUVelf PeW ZiWh VikWRU OUbaQ aQd aXWRgUaShed \RXU bRRk fRU hiP.

³OUban VaW ZiWh me foU 90 minXWeV, and iW¶V pUeWW\ VXUpUiVing WhaW a pUime
miniVWeU haV 90 minXWeV Wo deYoWe Wo jXVW Vome inWellecWXal fUom anoWheU
coXnWU\. He iV a YeU\ impUeVViYe peUVon, he ZanWed Wo liVWen and Wo emphaVi]e
hiV feelingV of eVWeem and idenWificaWion ZiWh Whe SWaWe of IVUael and Whe
JeZiVh people. BXW I haYe meW TXiWe a feZ poliWicianV in m\ life, and I don¶W
cXVWomaUil\ jXdge a poliWician on Whe baViV of a fiUVW impUeVVion. BecaXVe
poliWicianV aUe good aW WhaW, Whe\ knoZ hoZ Wo maUkeW WhemVelYeV.

³WhaW impUeVVed me moUe ZeUe Whe WZo da\V I VpenW ZiWh Whe \oXng people
aUoXnd him, Zho aUe noW poliVhed poliWicianV. The\ pUojecWed amiW\ WoZaUd
Whe JeZV and JXdaiVm and Whe SWaWe of IVUael, and Whe\ acWXall\ Vee XV, Vo Whe\
Va\, aV a model: a VXcceVVfXl independenW naWional VWaWe WhaW UeVpecWV iWV UooWV
and enjo\V economic and demogUaphic gUoZWh. So I came aZa\ ZiWh Whe
feeling WhaW WheUe aUe man\ WheUe Zho aUe looking foU WUXe fUiendVhip ZiWh XV.´

AQd hRZ dReV TUXPS Vee XV?

³TUXmp WakeV an inWeUeVW in naWional TXeVWionV. He iV UighW WhaW Whe UniWed
SWaWeV iV diVinWegUaWing and WhaW iW haV a WoXgh enem\, China, WhaW iV gUoZing
conVWanWl\ VWUongeU, and he Va\V: NoZ Ze aUe going Wo VWUengWhen oXUVelYeV.
He applieV WhaW paUadigm Wo foUeign UelaWionV and Va\V: Can I find an all\ Zho,
like me, Zill Va\, µI ZanW Wo VWUengWhen m\ coXnWU\. I don¶W ZanW an empiUe,
bXW Wo halW inWeUnal diVinWegUaWion¶? And he VeeV Modi oU NeWan\ahX oU OUban
and Va\V: I can make dealV ZiWh people like WhaW. And if Whe PaleVWinianV
inWeUfeUe, aV he VeeV iW, he Va\V: Oka\, I WUied, bXW Whe\ don¶W ZanW Wo make a
deal ZiWh me, Vo I Zill make a deal ZiWh oWheU AUabV, Zho aUe VWUongeU and
UicheU.´

I XQdeUVWaQd WhaW \RXU bRRk fRXQd iWV Za\ WR VeQiRU RfficialV iQ Whe TUXPS
adPiQiVWUaWiRQ.

³I haYe Wo Va\ WhaW I enjo\ Whe facW WhaW iW¶V being Uead in Whe WhiWe HoXVe. The
media UepoUWed WhaW TUXmp himVelf alVo Uead iW. I don¶W Va\ WhaW I belieYe
WhoVe UepoUWV, bXW WheUe ZeUe alVo UepoUWV WhaW people in Whe adminiVWUaWion
gaYe m\ book Wo VenioU officialV in GeUman\ and Wold Whem Wo Uead iW in oUdeU
Wo XndeUVWand TUXmp¶V polic\. I WUXl\ feel WhaW a feZ WimeV in m\ life I
VXcceeded in inWUodXcing Whe UighW ideaV inWo a ViWXaWion ZheUe Whe\ ZeUe
lacking.´
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